510 


QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


Jan. 1st,.1836. A copious discharge of bloody fetid purulent matter took place 
lrom the right car. The pupils were contracted; the pulse 100, very weak- the 
bowels were open; and the surface was cool; but he had passed a restless ni"ht 
At midnight I was again called, as immediate death was apprehended from pro- 
luse hemorrhage. The blood I found flowing from the right car, right nostril 
and mouth; and it was occasionally brought up from the stomach by vomitin-' 
This had, however, evidently been swallowed,—one clot having the form of the 
gullet, as if it had coagulated there. The blood thus discharged was mixed with 
shreds ot lymph and purulent matter. It was dark, and evidently flowed from 
the internal ear, having found an exit both hy the external ear, and downwards 
by the Eustachian lube. He lost at this time from six to eight ounces but the 
quantity could not be accurately ascertained. By this hemorrhage the pulse was 
rendered very weak and compressible. The temporal arteries, however were 
beating strongly, and the head was hot to the touch, though the rest of the both- 
was coo! and moist. The child soon afterwards fell .asleep, and slept till noon ill 
the 2nd. The bleeding recurred at intervals during the night of the 2nd and 
he died early on the morning of the 3d. ’ 

The body was inspected in the presence of Drs. Craigie anil Home, thirty-six 
hours af ter death. It had an exsanguine blanched appearance. ' The muscles of 
the head and neck were bloodless, as were also the vessels which were divided 
1 he scull-cap was in some points as thin as paper. The brain presented an un¬ 
usual fulness, bulging upwards and over the edge of the skull in a remarkable de¬ 
gree. No unusual vascularity was observed on its surface. A considerable 
quantity of fluid was found effused beneath the membranes, over the whole stir- 
face of tne brain. The substance of the brain itself was much softer than natuml 
and was distinctly eedanalous. The ventricles were much softened, and distended 
with a clear serous fluid. 


When removed from the skull, and placed with the base upwards, it was ob¬ 
served that the lower portion of the posterior lobe of the right hemisphere of the 
cerebrum was unusally vascular, and much firmer than the rest of the brain The 
upper posterior portion of tile right hemisphere of the cerebellum presented the 
same appearance. The cineritious parts of the brain at these affected portions 
had a very peculiar greenish hue, and exhaled a strong gangrenous odour. The 
white substance of these parts was little altered in colour. The brain round the-e 
firmer portions was preternaturally soft, almost pultaceous. 

Upon inspecting the base of the skull in contact with those altered portions of 
the brain, that is, the situation of the right lateral sinus, unusual vascularity and 
thickemng of the dura mater, with effusion of lymph, were found, extending from 
the Torcular along the whole lateral sinus of the right side. These parts were 
also considerably discoloured, and exhaled a gangrenous odour. On slitting open 
the lateral sinus, its coats were found much thickened, with interstitial deposits 
ot recent lymph. The internal coat of the sinus was covered with an irre-ulnr 
recent deposit of lymph, was much softened in its texture, and easilv scratched off 
A quantity orbloody purulent matter filled the sinus. The alteration of texturedid 
not extend further back than the Torcular Ucrophili. at which point the sinus wa- 
blocked up by a firm coagulum. 

Where the lateral sinus passes through the foramen laccrum, the same disor¬ 
ganization was observed; a greater quantity of lymph had, however, been thrown 
out here. Similar morbid appearances extended about three inches down the in¬ 
ternal jugular vein, where they stopped abruptlv, the diameter of the canal bein; 
Uiere closed by another adherent coagulum. 

The internal ear was completely destroyed, the whole parts being in a stale of 
ulceration and suppuration; the walls, however, were not carious. No opening 
into the jugular vein could be detected which could account for the blcedm- mi 
that there seems every reason to believe, that it must have resembled those lix- 
morrhages which are observed from other mucous surfaces in states of disease. 

1 he bones of the ear had been previously discharged. The membrane of the 
tympanum was completely destroyed. The" Eustachian tube was highly inflamed, 
but pervious.— Ibid. 3 


a Peculiar rheumatic affection ol the joints succeeding the disappearance 
of the efflorescence of scarlet fever. Dr. James Stauk met during the prevalence 
of the epidemic scarlet fever at Edinburgh, described in a preceding article, with 
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X™ceL? eU Dr a Alexl^de?MurmyXllh^^^ ° f thfi 

riety of scarlet fever, as obsefved by him S h i lf?? » rheumatic*™. 
JS2U-30;+ and Dr. Craigie, in the Edinburgh Med S Knrf ’Bartholomew in 
Iasi, has narrated instances of this complication nf ^«.ri f g > J ° Urna! - for J »ne 
which Dr. S. met with occurred chieflyTn the^lier part The cases 

this form ol the disease has been generally overiooke/ .h. r " antl as 
ration by Dr. S. of the heads of two of the most ’ h folI °J™" brief nar- 

“ 1 : “uy Kennedy, aged 7, was seized on the 5d, of odtoblr n 5 ' 

usual sym()toms of scarlet fever; the efflorescence «. er > 1&fo , with the 

body; the febrile symptoms were moderate- ami rhe ti & ' out over ’be whole 
On the 10th, whilst the eruption was still visible buMhdtn "‘d S c ?htly affeclcd - 
plain of pain in the right w-ristand hand whidi wrl ^d' sh f,began to com- 
a vivid redness on the surface, and tender to the touch Thd?^'?,' 1 ' 011611 ’ wilh 

creased, and there was also slight increase of the'thUriie The oca beat was in- 

was of a general diffuse blush, similar to that observed^“P'°ms. The redness 
rheumatic alieelions of the joints, or in gout The fhtle snf? 6 of sererc 
move the hand or fingers, and screamed whenever the ni , * wa ? 1,na ble to 
On the Uth, the left foil was simdarVaSed - h fV* wer f tcmchei1 - 
swollen, hot, and extremely tender to the touch or on dd°° a ? d ,oes bein S red, 
change had taken place in the right hand and hn»e“ ^ slj Sbtest motion. No 
On the 12th, the pam in the foot was less severe but the l.-ne„ „ 
mcncing to be similarly aflfccted; the efflorescence’on all r”? 1, 

tocompWnMras^sIlyoteerved? C0 “ d -* 

f*? - *e wrist had 

fonge r . USe ,lle affeCted par '< ^ugh it 

always ah,« h e UW^TheTtrinl wS^hSy tnrbirbm nm remai " e . d V«*. being 
the throat was slightly affected. ^ usua ^ appearance; and 

iXfenT l fo^orTSghmrmoTi^ ^ ine ™** 

tended over the fingers, hand and^ialf-w.iv > m er 3 rl hema(ous redness el- 
much swollen and preternaturallv hot Th? „i.i or f' a ! 1n ’““"b'ebparts were 
was an increase of febrile heat ' h pl e had n,en to li0 > an< l 'here 

-w.tr« a. 

heart was tumultuous and diffuse, but without unisual bn t Th?n°" ° f,he 
I3«, intermittent, and scarcely perceptible at the wrist nr u The J >nise was 
was oppressed, small, but hard. There wa« mau£in , l r bnmeraf arterv it 
complained of in the region of ihn i.nort P ain • fee,,n *>of oppression 

sn5=sssl?s.»K 

•ogeiher wilh Hi? extremities. muJh swollen' ™ faceand hps wereltvid, and, 
n inquiry 1 learnt that the patient had felt so well as 10 be able to sit np and 

Edin. Med. and Surg. Joum. Vol. xvli. 3-12. 


t Ibid. Vol. xxxviii. 28. 


512 


QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


take tea with the family; that she had then gone to bed, and half an hour after¬ 
wards was suddenly seized with the symptoms above enumerated. 

I instantly bled her to fainting, and upon measuring the quantity of blood 
drawn, eighteen ounces were found to have been abstracted. This large bleed- 
ing gave almost instant relief to the pain, but she was still unable to resume the 
recumbent posture; the cough too was somewhat relieved, but still recurred even- 
five minutes. The pulse, however, fell to 100, and became more regular anil 
soft. A few doses of calomel and opium were given, and at midnight she fell 
asleep with the head tolerably low. The blood bad coagulated firmly; the cra- 
samentum was cupped, but had not much of the butfv coat, and was floating in a 
very large proportion of serum. The serum of the blood first drawn was slMitly 
milky; in the other cups it presented the usual appearance. ° 

On the 1st January, 1830, the swelling and lividitv of the face had disappeared: 
the pulse was 100, soil; the cough much abated, with clear mucous expectoration: 
the feeling of oppression at the region of the heart was gone, and the dulness on 
percussion in that region less considerable; nor was there any unusual omit. 
She could then lie with the head low on the left side, but not on the right, as it 
excited the cough. She had a draught of salts and senna, and a few more closes 
of calomel and opium. 

From this period she rapidly recovered; on the 4th her appetite returned; and 
on the 7ih she was able to he out of bed, though very weak. 

This was the most severe case of the affection I met with. Other cases came 
under my notice where the affection was most commonly confined to the hand 
and wrist, or to the foot. 

The treatment found to be most successful in all these cases was the local ap¬ 
plication of warmth by means of flannels wrung out of hot water, or camomile 
fomentations; and diaphoretics, with mild purgatives, to reduce the febrile heat. 

The urine, in all the cases where it was examined, was not coagulable by heat. 

While investigating the probable causes of this affection appearing in some 
children and not in others, one circumstance was observed, which may tend to 
throw some light upon the subject. It was found that one or other of the parent' 
of the children who were thus affected were subject to rheumatic attacks. For 
instance, the mother of the first case above related lias had two attacks of acute 
inflammatory rheumatism during the last year, which presented in many respects 
the same general character as that noticed in her daughter, whilst under the 
rheumatic affection attendant on the scarlatina; and the grandmother of the same 
child has been bed-ridden for five years with the same complaint. 

The father of the second ca'-e above related is subject to rheumatism, and had 
one attack, which confined him for some time last spring. 

In four other cases which came under mv notice the same connexion was 
traced. 

Whether these facts may in any way explain the occurrence of a rheumatic 
affection in children while labouring under an exanthematous disea>c, 1 do n»: 
pretend to sav; but they appear to atford an easy mode of explaining why some 
children suffer from such an affection and others not, though I believe it lias m»: 
yet been proved that rheumatism is one of those diseases which are hereditary.— 
Ibid. 


MATERIA MEDICA. 

26. On the properties and mode of action of Contharidcs , and Cantharidin. The 
Antologia ATcdiea for June, 1836, contains an interesting memoir on this subject, 
by Dr. Domf.nico Naudo, of Venice. The following arc the results of his exj •> 
riments as given in the B. avd F. Quarterly Review. 

1. Contharidcs, when chewed, have not that acrid taste which has been assign¬ 
ed to them, solely from analog}-. 

2. They will act in an entire state or in powder. 

3. The green portion is the only active part of the fly. 

4. In this green portion alone is found the cantharidin. 

5. There is no other poisonous principle existing in the fly. 



